
Parish and Town Council 
Seminar - 22 February 2023

Nomination Process and 
Voter ID requirements



Borough and 
Parish Elections 
– 4 May 2023



Election timetable :

Publication of Notice of Election 13 March 2023
Nominations commence 14 March 2023
Close of nominations 4pm - 4 April 2023
Publication of statement of persons nominated 4pm - 5 April 2023

Deadline for applications to register to vote Midnight 17 April 2023

Deadline for new postal vote 
applications/changes to existing postal or proxy 
vote applications

5pm - 18 April 2023

Publication of notice of poll/situation of polling 
stations

18 April 2023



Election timetable :

Deadline for applications for new proxy votes 5pm – 25 April 2023
Appointment of counting and polling agents 26 April 2023
Polling day 4 May 2023
Deadline to apply to vote by proxy on grounds of 
medical emergency or if unexpectedly called 
away because of employment or service

5pm – 4 May 2023

Replacement for lost/spoilt postal votes end 5pm – 4 May 2023

Alterations to register to correct clerical error 9pm – 4 May 2023

Return of election expenses +35 days from result







Candidate actual 
name

Commonly used 
name

Different from any 
other forename or 
surname?

Acceptable?

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

Andrew Smith-
Jones

No No – a commonly used name cannot be used to 
drop a middle name.

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

John Smith-Jones No No – a commonly used name cannot be used to 
drop a first name.

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

Andy Smith-Jones Yes Yes - if Andy was the name by which he is 
commonly known.

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

Johnny Smith-
Jones

Yes Yes - if Johnny was the name by which he is 
commonly known.

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

Andrew John Smith Yes Yes - a candidate with a hyphenated surname 
may choose to use one part of their surname if 
this is how they are commonly known.

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

Andy Jones Yes Yes - if Andy was the name by which he is 
commonly known and a candidate with a 
hyphenated surname may choose to use one 
part of their surname if this is how they are 
commonly known.

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

AJ Smith-Jones Yes Yes - if AJ are initials by which he is commonly 
known. 

Andrew John 
Smith-Jones

Andrew J Smith Yes Yes - if Andrew J was the name by which he is 
commonly known and a candidate with a 
hyphenated surname may choose to use one 
part of their surname if this is how they are 
commonly known.

























Access to electoral register/absent voting lists
• Access by candidates – once you officially become a 

candidate:
– earliest, on [last date for of publication of notice of election 

(E-25)] if you, or others declared yourself a candidate (27 
March)

– once you or others have declared yourself a candidate 
after this date (27 March) / date you submit your 
nomination papers

• Make written request to the ERO – forms are included in your 
nomination pack.



Access to electoral register/absent voting lists

• Only use data for permitted purposes
– to complete the nomination form
– to help you campaign
– to check that donations/loans are permissible



Elections Act 2022 :
• Received Royal Assent – 28 April 2022

Impacts:
• UK Parliamentary Elections
• Local Elections and Referendums
• Police and Crime Commissioner Elections



Voter identification :
• Electors will have to show approved form of photo 

identification before voting in a polling station 
• Approved identification includes :

– UK passport
– Photo driving licence
– Concessionary travel pass
– National ID card (PASS card)

• Free Voter Authority Certificate (VAC) available from the 
ERO
– Application deadline – 5pm, six working days before 

the poll (5pm on 25 April)



VAC Applications :
• Electoral registration status and identity 

must be confirmed
– Full name, date of birth, address and national 

insurance number required to apply
• Full head photo

– Must comply with prescribed specifications
• No expiration date on VAC

– Recommended renewal date
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